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Claim 1: 

Comparing the invention according to Claim 1 as amended by the amendment of proceedings dated May 29, 
2006 to the invention described in the belowmentioned Cited Example 1, the "pair of gripping tabs," "gripping 
means," "insertion and removal direction driving means," "guiding means," "tab opening and closing means," 
"retaining member," "gripping tool base," "pair of finger arms," and "cam part" of the invention according to Claim 
1 correspond to the "cartridge gripping parts 174a and 176a," "accesssor hand mechanism," "motor 48," "slide shaft 
112 and 114," "protrusions 182 and 184," "conveyance frame 50," "second slider 140," "fingers 174 and 176" and 
"finger opening and closing grooves 186 and 188" of the invention described in belowmentioned Cited Example 1. 

Here, the invention according to Claim 1 and the invention described in belowmentioned Cited Example 1 
differ in the point that in the invention according to Claim 1, "said gripping tabs are connected rotatably" to the "pair 
of finger arms," while in the invention described in belowmentioned Cited Example 1, "each finger 174, 176 has a 
cartridge gripping parts 174a, 176a at its end," and the "cartridge gripping parts 174a, 176a" are secured to the 
"fingers 174, 176." 

However, the "hand arms 24, 24'" of the invention described in belowmentioned Cited Example 2 have "rollers 
31, 31'" supported rotatably on the ends thereof, and no remarkable technical difficulty is found in using such 
"rollers 31,31'" instead of the "cartridge gripping parts 174a, 176a" of the invention described in belowmentioned 
Cited Example 1 . 

Therefore, the invention according to Claim 1 could have been easily invented by a person skilled in the art 
based on the inventions described in belowmentioned Cited Examples 1 and 2. 

Claim 5: 

As described in paragraph (0082) of belowmentioned Cited Example 1, in the invention described in 
belowmentioned Cited Example 1, the "fingers 174, 176 are constantly impelled so as to close by means of tension 
coil springs 146 and 148." 

Therefore, the invention according to Claim 5 as amended by amendment of proceeding dated May 29, 2006 
could have been easily invented by a person skilled in the art based on the invention described in belowmentioned 
Cited Examples 1 and 2. 

Claim 6: 

As described in belowmentioned Cited Example 1 (FIGURE 20), the "optical disk cartridge 30" used in the 
invention described in belowmentioned Cited Example 1 has a cutout in its side surface and is made so that the 
"cartridge gripping parts 174a, 176a" of "fingers 174, 176" engage with those cutouts. 

Therefore, in the invention described in belowmentioned Cited Example 1, the distance between the "cartridge 
gripping parts 174a, 176a" when the "fingers 174, 176" are closed is set to be smaller than the width of the "optical 
disk cartridge 30." Furthermore, as described in belowmentioned Cited Example 1, paragraph (0082), "fingers 174, 
176 are constantly impelled so as to close by means of tension coil springs 146 and 148." 

Therefore, the invention according to Claim 6 as amended by amendment of proceeding dated May 29, 2006 
could have been easily invented by a person skilled in the art based on the inventions described in belowmentioned 
Cited Examples 1 and 2. 

Claim 7: 

As described in belowmentioned Cited Example 1, paragraph (0071), in the invention described in 
belowmentioned Cited Example 1, "the pair of fingers 174, 176 are attached rotatably the second slider 140 by 
inserting shafts 178 and 180 into the hole." Furthermore, as indicated in (FIGURE 18) of belowmentioned Cited 
Example 1, the "finger opening and closing grooves 186, 188" comprise a "first portion 186a of groove 186" formed 
in the cartridge insertion and removal direction," and a "third portion 186c of groove 186" and "fourth portion 186d 
of groove 186" formed in the direction orthogonal to the insertion and removal direction of the cartridge. 

Here, the question of what shape to make the "groove 186" of the invention described in belowmentioned Cited 
Example 1 is no more than a design matter which can be suitably determined as necessary by a person skilled in the 
art depending on how the "pair of fingers 174 and 176" are opened and closed. Thus, forming the "third portion 



186c of groove 186" and "fourth portion 186d of groove 186" in an orthogonal direction is a matter which could be 
easily accomplished by a person skilled in the art. 

Therefore, the invention according to Claim 7 as amended by amendment of proceeding dated May 29, 2006 
could have been easily invented by a person skilled in the art based on the inventions described in belowmentioned 
Cited Examples 1 and 2. 

Claim 8: 

The opening and closing operation of the "pair of fingers 174, 176" of the invention described in 
belowmentioned Cited Example 1 is described in paragraphs (0083) through (0090) of the belowmentioned cited 
example, with the "first region" and "second region" of the invention according to Claim 8 corresponding to the 
"region where 'protrusion 182' engages * first portion 186a of groove 186' and "region wherein 'protrusion 182' 
engages 'third portion 186c of groove 186' and 'fourth portion 186d of groove 186"' of the invention described in 
belowmentioned Cited Example 1. 

Therefore, the invention according to Claim 8 as amended by amendment of proceeding dated May 29, 2006 
could have been easily invented by a person skilled in the art based on the inventions described in belowmentioned 
Cited Example 1. 

Claim 9: 

What relationship a protrusion and rotating shaft are placed in is no more than a design matter which could be 
determined as appropriate by a person skilled in the art. 

Therefore, die invention according to Claim 9 as amended by amendment of proceeding dated May 29, 2006 
could have been easily invented by a person skilled in the art based on the inventions described in belowmentioned 
Cited Example 1. 

Claim 10: 

The invention according to Claim 10 could have been easily invented by a person skilled in the art based on the 
inventions described in belowmentioned Cited Examples 1 and 2 for the same reasons as discussed in the section on 
Claim 1. 

Claim 14: 

The invention according to Claim 14 could have been easily invented by a person skilled in the art based on the 
inventions described in belowmentioned Cited Examples 1 and 2 for the same reasons as discussed in the section on 
Claim 5. 

Claim 15: 

The invention according to Claim 15 could have been easily invented by a person skilled in the art based on the 
inventions described in belowmentioned Cited Examples 1 and 2 for the same reasons as discussed in the section on 
Claim 6. 

Claim 16: 

The invention according to Claim 16 could have been easily invented by a person skilled in the art based on the 
inventions described in belowmentioned Cited Examples 1 and 2 for the same reasons as discussed in the section on 
Claim 7. 

Claim 17: 

The invention according to Claim 16 could have been easily invented by a person skilled in the art based on the 
inventions described in belowmentioned Cited Examples 1 and 2 for the same reasons as discussed in the section on 
Claim 8. 

Claim 18: 

The invention according to Claim 16 could have been easily invented by a person skilled in the art based on the 
inventions described in belowmentioned Cited Examples 1 and 2 for the same reasons as discussed in the section on 
Claim 9. 
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